
   
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
Public Speaking 

Deer Valley Middle School 
Syllabus 2020-2021 

  
Teacher: Mrs. Jennifer Sokolis                                                   E-mail: jennifer.sokolis@dvusd.org   
Room: 804 
Office Hours: 7 am - 8 am & Lunch                                          Website:  https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/11114  
 
Course Description: 

Public Speaking is a rigorous course that prepares students for speaking in public, no matter what career path 
they choose.  Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, interact with peers, and present to an 
audience.  They will be challenged to think critically and encouraged to share their thoughts and opinions in 
various ways.  This course will also provide students with opportunities for self reflection and goal setting. 

 

Course Intentions: 

During this course, students will learn to develop effective public speaking  skills that will enhance their ability to 
communicate with others. They will: 

- Analyze speeches from famous orators 
- Learn the importance of body language and tone 
- Learn how to write quality speeches as well as present them 

 

Supplies: 
 
 
Requested Supplies: 

- Pencils/erasers/Pens 
- Highlighters 
- Note Cards 

 

*Arizona law requires that public schools provide supplies required for academic success.  This list represents 
optional, supplementary items which you may supply at your discretion.  If you have questions, feel free to contact 

the school* 
 
 

  

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/11114


PowerSchools:  
The PowerSchools site allows parents/guardians and students to access their student’s grades, attendance, and 
other information.  Progress reports are available on PowerSchools; please check weekly! Parents/Guardians who 
do not have a login code for their child can get one from the front office.  Photo identification will be required to 
receive your password.  

Web address — http://ps.dvusd.org/public/ 
 
 

Grading Policy: 
Deer Valley Middle School aligns to the Arizona College & Career Readiness Standards (AZ-CCRS). In order to                 
provide the best education for your child this year, we have selected a grading policy that can be viewed at:                    
dvusd.org/dv-grading  
 
 
 

Student Expectations: 
PowerSchools must be checked weekly. 
 
Students will be expected to put forth their best effort and work to the best of their ability. Assignments are                    
meaningful and meant to help practice and expand their skills. 
 
Virtual Expectations: 
Students are expected to attend classes on their designated days. They are expected to have their cameras on and                   
participate in discussions as well as complete and turn in assignments on or before their due date. Proper                  
language and etiquette are required to be in attendance for virtual classes. 
 
Make-Up Policy: 
 
If a student falls below 70% on a weekly assignment, they must do the following: 
Step 1:  Check their scores on PowerSchools weekly to check for grades below 70% 
Step 2: Discuss opportunities to re-learn the material and re-take the assignment 
Step 3: Complete intervention 
Step 4: Retake assessment 
 
 

Communication: 
 
Please contact the teacher via email as this is the quickest, most efficient way to receive a prompt response. 
  

http://ps.dvusd.org/public/
https://drive.google.com/a/dvusd.org/open?id=1xTG5NijmruDTlKJzdf2nQOyvd4cJ7UafCyge1JZBjrU


Colt Nation Expectations: 
 
 

CARING Polite and respectful to others. 

ORGANIZED 
Prepared and on time to class, 

ready to learn with all materials. 

LEARNERS Productive students focused on learning. 

TEAM 

PLAYER 
Participate in class activities with a positive attitude. 

SAFE 
Maintain a safe learning environment — 
drug free, alcohol free & free from fights. 

 

 
 
Parent Consent & Confirmation: On the following Google Form please sign/initial to indicate that you 
have received and reviewed the syllabus for Ms. Allen’s Public Speaking. Please also include your current 
phone number and email address to allow for better communication. 
 
 
Parent: Please star or highlight your preferred method of communication, and write anything else you would like 
me to know below. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***********Please fill out Google Form by Monday, August 10, 2020.*************** 


